
 

Newsletter No. 83 December 2021 

FORTHCOMING HLHS MEETINGS AND EVENTS  
 
Unless indicated below, meetings are held at Heavitree United Reformed 
Church, on the second Tue of Mar, Jun, Sep & Dec, commencing at 7:30pm. 
 
Tue 14th Dec 2021 
'A Social History of the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital' - Stephen Pettet-
Smith 
 
Tue 8th Mar 2022 
'The History of St Mark's Church, Exeter' - David Oates 
 
Tue 14th Jun 2022 
'Community Research on Ladysmith Road' - A joint meeting with Heavitree 
Squilometre and Interwoven Productions 
 

 
150 Years of Higher Cemetery – Michael Parrott 

Burials before Higher Cemetery 
There have been burials in Exeter for 
centuries: two Roman burial sites 
have been discovered in Exeter, but 
when the Romans left in the early 5th 
century, the first Christian burials took 
place in what is now Cathedral Yard.  
By the 17th century, this area was 
literally overflowing with bodies, and 
Bartholemew’s Yard (All Hallows) was 
opened in 1636. Two hundred years 
later, it was also full, and the last 
burial took place in 1832.  

Next came the building of Lower Cemetery and the Catacombs, which were an 
extension of All Hallows, built between 1835-7. The size of the plot was already 
restrictive, and there’s evidence that the council was already looking for more 
land for burials from the 1850s. The Catacombs were never very successful – 
only 16 people were interned there. The area was later cleared and remains a 
grassy park with a few scattered graves. 
Land for a new cemetery 
It was obvious that a new plot was needed, and in 1854 Stephen Brunskill of 
Polsloe House died, leaving £140,000 in probate (more than 15 million today!). 
In 1863, the trustees of his estate agreed to sell two 5 acre fields to the council 
to build Higher Cemetery. At this time the area was rural, with the occasional 
farmhouse between the cemetery and Whipton; Hamlin Lane was a secluded 
rural walk. In fact, many councillors debated whether it was acceptable for the 
cemetery’s visitors to have a view of the ‘back slums of Heavitree’! 
Edward Ashworth: Architect 
In 1864, the ecclesiastical architect Edward 
Ashworth produced drawings of the 
proposed new chapels and lodge, which 
were built (from Heavitree stone!) a year 
later. (Edward Ashworth is buried in Higher 
Cemetery, near to the parts that he 
designed).  
Robert Veitch: Landscaper 
Robert Veitch, who had moved to Exeter to 
work at his father’s nursery on Topsham 
Road, (his father was a plant collector who 
had worked on the Killerton estate) and 
later ran his own successful business on 
New North Road, was hired to landscape 
the first 6 acres of the cemetery. There were 
4.5 acres of C of E ground plus 1.5 acres for 
non-conformists (this was normal for the 
time – the Church of England would not 
allow those who did not adhere to its beliefs 
to be buried with those who did). Veitch was buried in the St Leonard’s section 
of the cemetery in 1861. 
On March 26th 1866, The Higher Cemetery was opened. Exeter memories says 
“The turnout was poor as the weather was very disagreeable”. Since then, the 
cemetery has been extended on numerous occasions over 150 years and now 
occupies 45 acres, containing the remains of over 70,000 people and with over 
12,000 memorials.  The last burial in St Bartholemew Yard 

https://sites.google.com/site/friendsofhighercemetery/timeline/ashworh-drawings


The first burial: Edward Leach Herbert 
Landlord of The Valiant Soldier in South Street (one of Exeter’s lost pubs), 
Edward died at home, 3 St Sidwells, following a short painful illness, and his wife 
was later buried with him.  Their grave is behind the chapel, on the east side of 
the path. The stonework still exists although the iron railings were removed, 
presumably during the Second World War. 
Harry Hems 
At this time, the Royal Albert Memorial Museum was being built in Exeter, and 
highly skilled craftsmen were required for the museum carvings. Harry Hems 
came to Exeter, picking up a horseshoe on his arrival and promising to hang it 
over his workshop entrance. He became a very successful businessman and 
many of the largest and grandest memorials in the cemetery were carved by 
him. 
Edward Ladell 

Self-taught still-life painter Edward 
Ladell was living in Colchester when 
he first had his work exhibited at the 
Royal Academy in London. He was 35 
and married to Julia with whom he 
had a daughter Kate. He married for 
the second time in 1878 and moved to 
Devon with his new wife Ellen his 21-
year-old student. They lived at 

Kenwyn Lodge, Exeter, and two years later their son Kenwyn was born. Ladell 
had a worldwide reputation as an artist; one of his paintings sold for £53,200 at 
Sotheby’s in 1994. Edward Ladell was also a musician and was a member of the 
Western Counties Musical Association and the Cathedral Sunday Evening 
Voluntary Choir. He died at home of congestion of the lungs on 9th November 
1886. His marble memorial was carved by Harry Hems and is a physical replica 
of the still life paintings he produced with grapes, goblet, grapes etc. 
Theatre Royal Fire 
One year after Ladell’s death, a terrible disaster occurred in Exeter: a gas light at 
the Theatre Royal ignited curtains, killing at least 186 people. The national 
enquiry into this tragedy led to changes being made to theatre safety nationally 
– the fact that there is a safety curtain, illuminated fire exits and release doors 
that open outwards today, is all due to what happened in Exeter in 1887.  
The majority of people were buried in a mass grave (many were unable to be 
identified) and thousands of citizens came to the cemetery in 1889, when a 
memorial (sculpted by Hems) was presented.   

William Pett 
Another result of the Theatre 
Royal disaster was that Exeter 
City council took responsibility 
for fire fighting. William Pett was 
the first superintendent and he 
modernised the service and was 
responsible for several patents 
for equipment, improvements 
to sprinkler systems and coded 
whistle communications for 
firefighting. He died in 1934 and 
his grave is another interesting 
one, which shows his medals, fire hat etc. 
Francis Godolphin Bond 
Not everyone buried in Higher Cemetery was originally buried there. Bond 
entered the Navy at the tender age of 8 as servant to the Captain of the 
Monmouth and three other ships until achieving the status of Midshipman in 
1779 again on several vessels and on one of them HMS Crescent he was 
disfigured by an explosion on a captured prize. He saw action off Gibraltar and 
became a lieutenant in 1782. In 1791 he was appointed First Lieutenant on the 
Providence commanded by his uncle Captain William Bligh, the same position 
held by Fletcher Christian on the ill-fated Bounty in 1787. Bligh succeeded in the 
second attempt to convey breadfruit from Tahiti to the West Indies to feed the 
slaves on the Tobacco plantations; the picture on the left shows collected 
breadfruit trees being transplanted. On that voyage Bond collected various 
ethnic artefacts which he later presented to the Devon and Exeter Institution in 
Cathedral Close and which are now in RAMM. Following that voyage he served 
on Active and was ship wrecked on the island of Anticosti in Canada. His final 
ship which he commanded was the Netley, a fast schooner of 16 guns, which 
patrolled the coasts of France, Spain and Portugal, and he had considerable 
success capturing 47 enemy ships. During this time he met his future wife, 
Sophia Snow from Oporto, whom he married in 1801.  
He returned to England, and died on 26th October 1839, which is of course 27 
years before the Higher Cemetery was dedicated and 32 years before the St 
Leonard’s section was added, where he now lies. The reason for this is that he 
was first laid to rest in a vault at Holy Trinity Church in South Street, but in 1988 
that was deconsecrated and became the White Ensign Club. The good Admiral 
was disinterred and as far as can be ascertained reburied unceremoniously here. 
Apparently he still had his sword inside his coffin. 



John Bowring 
Sir John was an English political economist, traveller and writer with an 
extraordinary gift for languages. Three years after becoming the MP for Bolton 
he was sent to Hong Kong as governor. He was also the writer of many poems 
and hymns, one of which is inscribed around his grave. There is a bust of Sir John 
Bowring in the Devon and Exeter Institution. 
His wife Deborah, twenty years his junior, became one of the early suffragists. 
At an 1869 meeting of the Social Science Association Deborah debated with her 
friend Mary Carpenter whether women should simply take a greater public part 
in traditional feminine philanthropic roles or, as Deborah proposed, campaign 
for greater rights. Deborah won the debate. In 1871 she became vice-president 
of the Bristol & West of England Society for Women’s Suffrage and remained so 
until she died at home, 17 Baring Crescent, on 28th July 1902. She was buried 
with her husband, who had died 30 years previously, in the Higher Cemetery on 
what would have been her 86th birthday. 
Charlotte Treadwin (nee Dobbs) 

Charlotte died on Saturday 6th 

December 1890 at the age of 69, 
having been taken ill in the 
Cathedral on the preceding Sunday. 
She lived at No.5 the Close where 
she conducted her business as a 
lacemaker, and she was well known 
for her knowledge of lace and 
Honiton lace in particular. 
She was born in Brompton Regis, 
near Dulverton, but moved to North 
Molton to learn the trade of 
dressmaker and milliner. At some 

stage she moved to Woodbury near Exeter, where it is believed she discovered 
an interest in lace, both local and also continental, eventually moving to Exeter 
and setting up business at No.5 Cathedral Close, next door to a watchmaker 
called John Treadwin, whom she subsequently married. Early on she acquired 
Royal patronage in June 1848, when Queen Victoria bought a lace handkerchief 
from her. She exhibited lace at the Great Exhibition in Hyde Park in 1851 and 
won a number of medals which are now in RAMM. She wrote a book in 1875 
called ‘Antique Point and Honiton Lace’ and read a paper to the Devonshire 
Association in Exmouth in 1883. RAMM has a selection of lace samples from her 
collection and also a digitalised pattern book. 
Honiton lace was a cottage industry carried on in countless homes across east 
Devon from Exmouth to Seaton and inland to Honiton and Cullompton, each 

person specialising in ‘sprigs’ which were gathered up by dealers and sewn on to 
net, originally hand-made but later machine-made. Someone once described 
lace as ‘the art of creating holes’. 
In 2009 a new headstone was unveiled for her – many people from various lace 
societies were present.  
Henry Dyer 
Henry Ryland 
Dyer was the 
senior Assistant 
Fourth Engineer 
on the ill-fated 
Titanic. His body 
was never 
recovered and he 
may have gone 
down with the 
ship. He was born 
in India on 21st 
December 1887, 
the son of QMS Henry Thomas Dyer serving with the Second Devons. His parents 
were living in Mount Pleasant Road when Henry Senior died in 1914. Henry 
Junior, known as Harry, went to the Manual School then in the museum building 
in Queen Street and was apprenticed to Willey & Co., but one of his main claims 
to fame was that he played full back for Exeter City Football Club on eleven 
occasions in the 1907/08 season and the club flew their flag at half-mast when 
they played Crystal Palace following the tragedy. 
WWI 
Of the 219 First World War burials in Exeter Higher 
Cemetery, more than 180 form two war graves plots near 
the entrance. In WWI, the West of England Eye Hospital, 
Bishops Blackall School, City Hospital, The Children’s Home, 
Bradninch Hall, Topsham Barracks, Bishops Palace and Reed 
Hall all served as temporary red cross hospitals for troops. 
The majority of patients had no connection to Exeter. Over 
35,000 patients, mostly sent back from France or Flanders 
by hospital ship and then ambulance train from 
Southampton, were treated in Exeter’s eight hospitals 
between 1914 and 1919. By the war's end there were more 
than 1,400 beds available for patients in Exeter (Exeter 
History Society). If a patient died in one of these hospitals, they would most likely 
have been buried in Higher Cemetery. 



In April 1815, the Exeter Estates Committee arranged for a special part of the 
cemetery to be reserved for WWI soldiers. It provided for 181 bodies with a 
space in the middle for a memorial (initially wooden and later stone). The space 
was actually not large enough – by 1920 there were 219 victims.  
During the war, graves were marked with wooden crosses, then later replaced 
with small unique stones. Exeter’s decision on how to design them was very 
simple: surname and initial, no. in rank, date of death and age (there is one 
exception – H. Young and Henry Young). There are graves for Australian, 
Canadian, New Zealand and American victims.  The American, on request of his 
parents in Exeter, was exhumed from France and reburied in Exeter – the 
American government paid.  
Ernest Medland 
The first Great War victim to be buried in the cemetery, Ernest joined the First 
Wessex RAMC at the outbreak of war. Whilst on training with the regiment on 
Salisbury Plain he contracted pneumonia and was taken to Exeter’s Number 1 
Military Hospital (The Eye Infirmary) where he died on 1st November. 
Mary Findley 
Mary was killed on 7th March 1917 when Exeter Corporation tram No.12 
suffered brake failure and ran away out of control down Fore Street, finally 

overturning on Exe 
Bridge. Mary was 
the only human 
fatality, although 
the tram clipped a 
horse and wagon 
and the horse was 
killed. The driver of 
the tram Charles 
Saunders, the 
conductress Mrs 
Harle and the five 
other passengers 
suffered cuts and 

bruises. At the inquest a number of witnesses gave different accounts of the 
accident. One witness said: "I came along three minutes after it happened and it 
gave me such a turn. They was taking her body away on a stretcher she was 
squashed to atoms and they were washing away the blood." 
Mary came from Swindon and had lived in Exeter for three or four years. She 
lived at 3 Leighton Terrace, York Road, was married and had one son. The driver 
of the tram, a former coachman, had only qualified a few weeks before, having 
joined the company on 18th January. Fore Street had the steepest gradient on 

the system at 1 in 11 1/2. In the event of brakes failing, sand could be dropped 
on the rails to provide more traction and the electric motors could be put in 
reverse, but at the inquest it was not clear what action driver Saunders took. 
Sidney Endacott 
Sidney died on 3rd November 1918 at the tragically young age of 45. His 
gravestone has a depiction of an artist’s palette and brushes, as he was a local 
artist of some repute. 
He was born in Ashburton on 14th June 1873 and won a scholarship to Blundell’s 
School in Tiverton in 1885. He went to work for Wippells in Exeter as a sculptor, 
woodcarver and stained glass artist. He worked for a time in the USA and some 
of his work can still be found in the States and Canada, notably, according to 
Christine Trigger, in the Castle in Lawrence, Kansas, which is on the Register of 
Historic Places and he also carved a crucifix over the Bishop’s throne in 
Newfoundland Cathedral. 
He married Bertha Lily Haydon in 1903 and they had a son called Bernard. Sidney 
taught at Exeter School of Art and drew many pictures of Exeter scenes which 
were published as postcards by Worth’s Art Gallery, hand-tinted by the shop 
assistants. During World War 1 he drew diagrams for a technical manual of lorry 
parts, as he was not healthy enough to fight. 
WWII 
The Second World War 
plot contains most of the 
121 Second World War 
burials. The rest of the 
graves are scattered 
throughout the cemetery, 
with some in family plots. 
The plot also contains 62 
war graves of other 
nationalities. Most of them 
were Polish because 
members of the Polish 307 
nightfighter squadron defended Exeter in WWII. They flew Beaufighters based 
at Exeter Airfield, which later became Exeter Airport. In 1942 they were in the 
front line defending Exeter against enemy bombing raids. 
There are also graves for men from Canada, Australia, Southern Rhodesia, 
Newfoundland and New-Zealand.  
Germans (mostly air force but also one POW and one Italian POW) were initially 
buried elsewhere – as far away as possible, but in the 1960s their graves were 
moved. 



There are also 
headstones for 
Exeter civilians. 
Many of the 265 
Blitz victims were 
buried in a mass 
grave at Higher 
Cemetery. By the 
Long Valley Path 
there are three 
rows of graves of 
victims – some 
unknown and 
some still tended. 
On May 8th, 2012, 
a memorial panel 
to the civilian 

victims of the Exeter Air-raids was installed by FoHC and unveiled by the Lord 
Mayor. 
Friends of Higher Cemetery 
The non-profit group of volunteers was formed in 2011 to promote the cemetery 
as a place of remembrance and public amenity. They aim to complement the 
services of Exeter City Council, who 
run the cemetery. They arrange 
regular talks and walks and have 
achieved various projects, including:  

- cleaning the grave of William 
Pett – the first fire chief 

- designing tree trail leaflets 
(available on the website) 

- researching war victims 
- cleaning and restoring the 

Theatre Fire Memorial 
- planting a horse trough which 

was presented to the city in 
1877 

- installing a bench to 
commemorate 150 years of 
Higher Cemetery  

 

Re-burials from Exeter’s lost churches 
After Michael’s talk, I came 
across some very old stones 
in the Hanover side of the 
graveyard. Michael told me 
that these are from old 
churches which have been 
demolished: All Hallows, St 
Kerrians and some other 
churches. Exeter Memories 
says of All Hallows: 
“The remains of almost a 
hundred people were 
carefully disinterred from 
vaults beneath the floor. 
The last body to be 
removed, on the 9 April 
1906, was that of Thomas 
Westlake, who was Town 
Clerk of Exeter, between 
1648 and 1660. The Council 
paid £8 5s for the burials in 
the church to be moved to 
Higher Cemetery, and an All 
Hallows Memorial 
Stone was erected.”  
I wonder who Mary Cook was? 
The future of the cemetery 

The cemetery is very full, and the council have 
recently admitted that there is not much space 
left, and it will be full within the next few years. 
All the areas with grass, even without 
headstones, are full with bodies. They are 
proposing possibly erecting a ‘columbarium’ – a 
structure where you can place ashes and urns. 
They are quite large but, because there would 
really only be this one area, and Exeter is 
growing, the 600 places would quickly fill up.  
Thank you to Michael for his fascinating talk – 
please see the FOHC website for details of future 
talks and events.                                Sally Robinson 



When Heavitree Had Its Own Abattoir 

Recent construction work and plans for development in Sampsons Lane off 
Polsloe Road have brought back memories of the abattoir that used to be on the 
site. 
A former resident of adjoining North Avenue from 1934 to 1970 reminisced that 
the street used to be very quiet with not many cars. Most things were delivered 
by horse and cart. He recalled that from time to time cattle were driven down 
road to the slaughterhouse behind the cottages off Sampsons Lane. Thankfully 
he said there wasn’t a smell. 
By coincidence a current resident of North Avenue, John Leech, has first hand 
knowledge of the premises as he visited it as a local Environmental Health 
Officer. 
John says “Back in the 1980s Sampsons Lane was a dirt track connecting Polsloe 
Road and Pretoria Road. I can’t remember the name of the butcher but if I recall 
correctly it was a father and son operation. 
“From the outside the building looked run down and not the sort of premises in 
which meat would be prepared hygienically! However, the butcher operated 
from within a building within the original building. 
“You entered the building via a large double door. There was a large open room 

in which was located a portacabin. Inside the portacabin the meat was 
butchered in a spotlessly clean environment”. 
“After I’d inspected the premises the owner told me the original building had 
previously been used as an abattoir with cattle being driven down Sampsons 
Lane. There was a stone floor and there were wooden beams spanning the 
building and you could see the hooks in the beams which the butcher said were 
used for hanging the carcasses. 
“I trained as an EHO in South Wales and the inside of the building was very 
similar to the abattoir in Abergavenny where I had undertaken my meat 
inspection training between 1977-80”. 
The main abattoir building is no longer standing but a warehouse nearby is 
believed to be part of the slaughterhouse complex. If a planning application is 
successful then this is due for demolition and the last vestiges of a bygone 
Heavitree activity will disappear. 
It would be good to compile a fuller history of the site. Can anyone else throw 
more light on the Sampsons Lane abattoir?                                       Martin Weiler    

 
 
 
(I found this in an old newsletter – 
memories of Dick Manley – local 
craftsman and rugby international – 
Sally) 

 
 
 
 

 
Heavitree United Football Club  
Heavitree United FC still play at Wingfield Park 
off East Wonford Hill. These days they operate 
in the Devon League North East Division. 
Their glory years were between 1976 and 1999 
when they competed in the Western League - a 
prominent south west competition. 
A programme from their first season at this level 
has recently come to light - an early season 
game v Melksham on 4 September 1976. 

 



In it Chairman Dave Henson 
writes “I am in the 
remarkably happy position 
of being probably the first 
Chairman of the Football 
Club for many years to feel 
that things are genuinely 
beginning to move at 
Wingfield Park. 
“Our decision to move from 
the local league to the 
Rothmans Western League 
has obviously proved right 
and after 3 games our 
performances on the field 
suggest we are going to be in 
for an interesting season”. 
Of tantalising interest to 
local historians is a section 
on the ‘Club Chatter’ page. 
This reads “We are still 
looking for old 

photographs/newspaper 
cuttings about Heavitree 

United for our 
Club history 
page which 
we hope to 
develop”. 
Has anyone 
any items 
relating to the 
history of the 

Club?               
Martin Weiler 
 

Fore Street Walk 
 

 
It felt so good to be able to resume our HLHS walks after such a long time, 
especially as our Northbrook Walk had to be cancelled due to extremely heavy 
rain. For this walk, it was a lovely sunny afternoon, and around 15 people came, 
including some new faces. Hopefully in 2022 we will be able to resume our 
boundary walk, reschedule the Northbrook walk and hold another short walk for 
members of the public. 
Thank you to Martin for leading the walk again.  

 
 
 
 



 

Heavitree Mineral Water Company 
This photograph of an old bottle was shared on the Facebook group’ Exeter Past 
and Present’ (thank you to Lester Brooks-Wakley). Has anyone heard of this 
company? Could they have been part of the brewery? And where did the water 
come from?!  

 
This Newsletter was published by the Heavitree Local History Society 

Editor: Sally Robinson, 6 Stanwey, EX1 3DR 
Email: sallykernick2@ yahoo.co.uk 

 
Please contact us with any enquiries via the form on our website: 

www.heavitreelocalhistorysociety.co.uk 

mailto:msmith6104@tiscali.co.uk
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