
 

Newsletter No. 81: VE Day 75th Anniversary Special May 2020 

Remembering VE Day in Heavitree 75 Years Ago: 

This week, as we live though a major event that will make history books of the future, we 
remember a huge and happy moment from the last century – the end of World War II. 

I have been collecting photos of VE parties held all over Heavitree and Wonford, and 
wanted to put them together for you to enjoy. It has been harder to find first-hand 
recollections of what VE day must have been like. Many people who celebrated VE day in 
Heavitree are no longer with us. Some, who were young children in 1945, are now in their 
eighties, but still remember the parties. Jean Smith of Regent Square recalls: 

“As it became certain that the war was coming to an end, the women got together to organise 
street parties for VE Day and VJ Day. My mother did a raffle every Saturday morning with items being 
donated from local businesses that she canvassed, the money going towards food, etc. I was trusted 
to go around selling from a book of cloakroom tickets. I was most upset the time my number came 
up and I wasn't allowed to have the prize. I asked why I was allowed to buy a ticket with my pocket 
money but not take the prize; I must have been about nine. As for the VE and VJ parties, trestle tables 

were laid out 
along the 
bottom; we 
would have 
had rolls, 

sandwiches, 
fairy cakes 
and lots of 
lemonade. By 
the time of 
the latter, 
some of the 
serving men 
had arrived 
back. Bill 
Allen, the 
milkman, had 
served in the 
Royal Navy. 
Harold Miller, 

who got married to Winnie from number 7 at the start of the war, had been in the Signals and served 
in Syria for a lot of the time. His daughter Rita remembers him telling her bedtime stories of what he 
experienced in the war.” 



A VE Day photo with a romantic Heavitree connection: 
This photo was 

taken in Exeter 
High Street. The 
young soldier is 
Joseph Terry, we 
think the man he is 
shaking hands with 
is the mayor and 
the couple are his 
parents. 

In 1939 at the 
start of the war Joe 
and his parents 
lived in Wardrew 
Road, St Thomas. 

Joe joined the 
Royal Signals, and 
after spending 
time in Egypt due 
to a political rather 
than a military 
decision, he was 
one of the 
thousands of 
young men sent to 
aid Greece against 
the Germans. In 
1941 he was 
captured in a boat 
off the island of 
Kitheria. He said 
that he was very 
grateful to the 
Greek people who 
hid him during the 

day from the Germans and smuggled him at night in small boats from island to island. 

He was transported to Austria where he was held in Stalag 18a. For six months Mr and Mrs Terry 
didn’t know what had happened to their only child; eventually they received a letter from the Red 
Cross to inform them of Joe’s fate. Meanwhile in Southend-on-Sea, Essex, the girls of the local 
grammar school had been asked to write letters to troops being held as POW. A letter written by one 
young student, Marjorie Phillips, found its way to Joe. They continued to write to each other and 
even when Joe was liberated and returned home to Exeter, they continued to correspond. In 1947 
Marjorie and Joe married and spent their life together living in Heavitree. Unfortunately, Joe died in 
2015, but Marjorie continues to live in Kingsway, Heavitree. 



Anthony Road VE Day party: 



Briar Crescent VE Day party:  
 

Burnthouse Lane VE Day party: 



Chard Road VE Day party: 

 
Fore Street VE Day party in a back garden: 



Hanover Road VE Day party:  



Hoker Road VE Day party: 



Jubilee Road (off Manston Rd) VE Day party: 

Ladysmith Road (Moore family) VJ Day celebrations: 



North Avenue/East Avenue VE Day party: 



Shakespeare Road VE Day party: 

 
Sivell Place VE Day party: 



South Lawn Terrace VE Day party: 

 
Sweetbrier Lane junction with Whipton Lane VE Day party 
(in the garage of the large white corner house): 



Vaughan Road VE Day party: 

 
Wonford Street VE Day party: 



All school-children in Heavitree and the rest of the country 
would have received this letter from King George VI: 



Thank you to everyone who has shared their photos or stories, or helped me to dig up 
these photographs, including: Heavitree Local History Society, Helen Moore, Joan England, 
Chris Drew, Ann Hayman, Ray Hall, Carol Crowhurst, Sharron Mitchell, Jean Smith, David 
Cornforth and Exeter Memories, Susan Langbeer, Tracey Latimer, Marcia Rowles, Samantha 
Day, and Rob and Anita Stoneman. 

If you have any photographs or stories related to VE day in Heavitree, please do get in 
touch. We would love to include them on our website or in our archive, so that they can be 
preserved as part of our area’s history. 
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