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Exeter Guildhall Tour
Our members enjoyed a
tour of Exeter Guildhall
at our last meeting. Ron
Crabb, a former Royal
Marine, prison officer,
Football League referee
and Exeter's current
Mace Sergeant, gave us a
lively and knowledgeable
tour of a building that
many locals have not
been inside of.
There has been a
guildhall on this plot
since 1160, and possibly
as far back as 1000AD,
making Exeter Guildhall the oldest municipal building in England that is still in use. A
guildhall traditionally means a town hall or a building used by guilds for meetings and
other purposes. Guilds were associations of artisans or merchants who controlled the
practice of their craft in a particular town, and the coats of arms and names of each
guild can be seen on the eighty uniquely-carved wooden panels that line the main hall,
along with the names of past mayors and benefactors.
The current building was built in 1330 (although it has had many bits added on over the
years) for the council, and full council meetings are still held here today, as well as a
range of other civic events. The distinctive front of the Guildhall was added in 1593,
and would have been brightly coloured and right in the middle of Exeter's weekly
market - there is still a hook in the ceiling from which meat, wool, corn and other goods
would have been weighed. The city stocks would have also been here. Much of the
building would have been built from Heavitree stone (from the area which is now
Quarry Lane). The picture on the following page shows a Heavitree stone wall at the
rear of the building.

The main hall of the Guildhall was
used as a court for hundreds of
years. Local courts, known as
'quarter sessions' (because they
met four times a year) and, for
more serious crimes, Courts of the
Assizes, took place here until 1973,
when the government changed the
judiciary system and the courts
moved to Exeter Castle and then to
Southernhay. Very harsh sentences,
such as deportation or death, were
often given, and yet some people
seemed to get away with things very lightly. A large amount of women were charged
with various crimes, probably partly because the desperation of having no other way to
feed their families could drive them to crime.
The police station used to be behind the Guildhall, and we were able to look around
four small female cells that remain at the back. Prisoners would have been held here
between proceedings, and would enter the dock from this way. We also saw the very
grim looking dungeons, which remain underneath the building and can be accessed
from the front office (they used to be accessed via the Turks Head pub). Prisoners
would have been held here until hanging or deportation, and the space looked just as
miserable and gloomy as you would imagine dungeons to be. No doubt many of the
convicted would have been executed in Heavitree.
Exeter Guildhall is full of treasures, and Ron told us a great deal about the history
behind various aspects of the building. The beautiful timbers that the roof is built from
date from 1466, and the wood would have come from a forest where the university is
now. These roof timbers are supported on stone corbels carved to resemble grotesque
animals. For Queen Victoria's Jubilee, the glass in the windows was replaced with
stained glass, decorated with the names of all the mayors who have served Exeter
(Exeter has records of every mayor, dating back to 1204. Visitors from Commonwealth
countries have been known to trace their ancestors to past mayors here). Having run
out of room in 1974, the names now continue on brass strips, and we shall no doubt
see HLHS member and last year's Lord Mayor Olwen Foggin's name joining them soon.
The paintings in the main hall were very interesting, as Ron told us about each
individual's link to Exeter; for example during the Civil War Charles I sent his pregnant
wife to Exeter for safety. Their daughter, Princess Henrietta, was born where
Debenhams is now, and Charles II presented Exeter with a full length portrait of her in
1671, to thank the city for protecting his sister.
Another treasure is the chandelier, built in 1728, in Bridgewater. Ron told us that it
recently cost £400 to have it cleaned, and that when they took it apart, they found
several pieces of paper with messages left many years ago. They added a few of their
own when it was reassembled - I wonder who will discover them?

The Mayor's Parlour, used for small dinners or greeting people, revealed Exeter's links
with the four cities that it is twinned with (Ron has visited these cities thirty four times
so far!) and an original map from 1744 on the wall revealed how small Exeter used to
be (of course, Heavitree was not part of the city at that time).
We were all surprised to hear that the current committee room, which is now used for
meetings and weddings, once housed a giant water tank that contained 58,000 gallons
of water. It would have been piped here from the river, via the underground passages,
and the rich of Exeter would have sent their servants to purchase water from the back
door. This is where the name Waterbeer Street came from. After the cholera outbreak
of 1832, Exeter's water supply was moved to Pynes. Interestingly, this room is now
decorated with oak paneling which came from St Katherine's Priory.
We also enjoyed looking at the precious swords belonging to the city. They all had such
solemn stories behind them - from Lord Nelson's sword from 1801, to the mourning
sword given to Exeter by Charles II (mourning because his father had lost his head), to
the city's Long Sword and Cap of Maintenance, said to be a gift from Henry VII, for
staying loyal to the crown and helping to put down Warbeck. We also saw the silver
handle from Exeter's first tram, dating from 1905. Perhaps this tram once travelled
through Heavitree?
Lastly, amongst the civic
memorabilia
held at the
Guildhall, we spotted another
Heavitree link; a cup labeled as
'Haldon Race Club/City of Exeter
Cup. Presented by Devon and
Exeter Race course to the winner
of a race sponsored by Heavitree
Brewery. The cup was made in
1877/8. It is described as a
'Monteith with rim engraved in a
cartouche'.
Sally Robinson

Retailing in Fore St, Heavitree 1851-2016
If you have not yet seen the HLHS publication 'Retailing in Fore St, Heavitree, 18511999', I strongly recommend you have a read. It is a fascinating record of the shops and
businesses that line Fore Street, and how they have changed over the years. The
introduction gives a particularly useful insight into trade over the last couple of
hundred years.
We have resumed the record-keeping this year, and the results are below, along with
those from several other years, to give you a taste of how things have changed. A more
comprehensive list of records will be stored on the website and added to each time we
update the information.
Although not that much has changed in the last couple of years, a really significant
change has been the closure of all of Heavitree's banks; a sign of the times, as banking

is now moving towards online and telephone services. In just a few years, the idea of
'Heavitree Radio' or 'Blockbuster Video' seems like a thing of the past, but charity shops
are becoming more popular (it is rumoured that a new charity shop will be joining Fore
Street's four at some point in the near future). Takeaways continue to thrive, although
some have had multiple name changes over the last few years. To many, the main
business that really seems to be lacking, is a good café or coffee shop. A sad departure
is Leyman's Jewellers; the business relocated to South Street in May 2016. The
jewellers claimed to be the longest established company still operating in Exeter,
having been established in 1887 and run by the Leyman family until 1982, before being
taken over and eventually run by Chris Lewis, who continues to run the business today.
Quoted in the Express and Echo, his reasons for leaving forecasted a gloomy future for
Heavitree:
South Street is "a busy street with ample parking and quite a few independent shops.
Heavitree is finished as a retail centre since NatWest and Lloyds banks closed. People
drive through but they don't stop. I used to have customers who popped in to buy a
present after going to the bank, but now I sometimes open on a Saturday morning to
sell a £5 watch battery, which doesn't even cover the petrol to get to work. In the last
15 years I've seen so many
changes in Heavitree, with
the number of independent
shops going and charity
shops coming. The final nail
in the coffin was NatWest
and Lloyds went, which
meant a big drop in trade.
Heavitree is a nice place for
evenings, for pubs and
takeaways, but in the day
it's just charity shops and
the Post Office. I certainly
couldn't survive there any
longer."
South Side
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1851
-

32

-

34

-

36

-

38

-

1901

Holman Ham
(chemists)
Johnson, R.

1939
Exeter Co-Op
(general store)

1969
Exeter Co-Op
(general store)

Williams, Cyril
(confectioner)

Williams,
Pamela
(newsagent)
Holman Ham
(chemists)
Honeywill S&R

Holman Ham
(chemists)
George & Co.

2013
Akwaba Cb
Pizza la Vitta
GW Shoe &
Key Repairs
Halo Hair

2016
La Vita
Takeaway
GW Shoe & Key
Repairs
Halo Hair and
Beauty

Nail Creations

Nail Creations

Heavitree Post

Pig & Pickle

(dairy)
40

42

-

-

44

-

46

-

48

-

50

52

-

Horse &
Groom

(draper)

Ash, William
(outfitter)

Ash, W&Co
(outfitter)

Westaway, C
(draper)

Casling &
Williams
(hairdresser)
Leyman, Frank
(watches/
jewellery)

(draper)

Office

Taphouse &
Charcuterie
New Orient
Takeaway

Orient Fish
Bar(fish&chip
shop)
Morrineaux
(hairdresser)

New Orient
Takeaway

Leyman, Frank
(watches/
jewellery)

Leyman's
Jewellers

Matthews, E.H.
(grocer)

vacant

Eddy's
Takeway

Eddy's Takeway

Yendole, R
(tailor)

Richards Fish
(fish&chip shop)

The Bengal
Indian
Takeaway

The Bengal
Indian Takeaway

Heavitree
Fire Station

Swanstons H&M
(greengrocer)

Horse &
Groom

Horse & Groom

Heavitree Fruit
Store
(greengrocer)
Horse & Groom

Leyman,
Frank
(watchmaker
)
Branscombe,
Ellen
(grocer/PO)
Brewer, John
(tailor)

Great Wall
Takeaway

The Heavitree

Church Street
Ship Inn
Ship Inn

54

Ship Inn

Ship Inn

56

Nethercott,
John
(shoemaker
)
-

Sewell, Mary
(grocer)

60

Dobel,
Joseph
(barber)

-

Elizabeth Ann
(outfitter)

62

-

-

Heavitree Radio

Great Wall
Takeaway
(closed)
Leyman's
Jewellers
(closed)

(butcher)
76

-

78

82

Phillips,
Adam
(tailor)
Bolt, Simon
(saddler)
-

84

-

86

-

88

-

90

-

92

Broad, John
(ironmonger
)
Babbage,
George
(shoemaker)
-

80

58

Ship & Pelican

-

-

66

-

68

-

Grant, Arthur
(hairdresser)
Tucker,
William
(grocer)

70

-

74

Zealous Hair

Grant, Arthur
(hairdresser)
Port House
Laundry

Dale, Charles
(hairdresser)
Carter, T.
(fishmonger)

Larcombe,
Fredk. (dairy)

Taylor, W.E.
(paints)

-

-

Vit-D Tanning

Lilibet
Creations
(baby
boutique)
Lilibet
Creations
(baby
boutique)
vacant
vacant
Posh Paws

Northcott
Beaton

Northcott
Beaton

Eastmans Ltd.

Vit-D Tanning
Salon
98

-

64

72

Longlife
Batteries

Tax Assist. Co.

Avery, Mrs
(newsagent)

Bolt, Robert
(saddler)
Bickle,
Edward
(shoemaker)
Naylor, Wm.
(shopkeeper)

Nicholls, Edward
(newsagent)
Mills, Mrs
(bootmaker)

Chorley, Mrs
(shopkeeper)

Sutherland,
W.W.
(newsagent)
Tiny Tots (baby
wear)

Cutting Edge
Hair and
Beauty
Cutting Edge
Hair and
Beauty

Hodgson, Harold
(boot repairer)
Chown, Charles
(shopkeeper)
Chard, Sydney
Whiteway,
(butcher)
Arthur (butcher)
Sivell Place
Winstone,
Charles (grocer)

Horse & Groom

96
Lloyds Bank
Goodlife, Mrs
(cooked meats)

Aunger, Rose
(tobacconist)

Zealous Hair and
Beauty

Leap Community
Care
Leap Community
Care
Posh Paws by
Petra
Northcott
Beaton
Insurance
Brokers
Northcott
Beaton
Insurance
Brokers
Accountancy

Norton, I.
(draper)

Superwash
(launderette)

Crowe, Harold
(outfitter)

Sutherland V.W.
(newsagent)

100
102

Heavitree Post
Office

Anning,
Walter
(baker)
Bartlett, R.
(tailor)

-

Gun & Sports
Shop
Gun & Sports
Shop

and Tax Centre
Gun & Sports
Shop
Gun & Sports
Shop

Cutting Edge
Hair and Beauty
Cutting Edge
Hair and Beauty

Quo Vadis
(restaurant

Quo Vadis
(restaurant

Devon Air
Ambulance
(charity shop)
Superwash
(launderette)

Devon Air
Ambulance
(charity shop)
Superwash
(launderette)

Anna Marie's
Cafe
Brocks
(fireplaces)

Anna Marie's
Café (closed)
Brocks
(fireplaces)

2013
Coral (betting
shop)

2016
Coral (betting
shop)

Fulfords
(estate agents)

Fulfords (estate
agents)

Fulfords
(estate agents)
Tiffinwala
(restaurant)

Fulfords (estate
agents)
Curry King
(restaurant)

vacant

Sue Ryder
(charity shop)

Mitchells
(undertakers)

North Side
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45

1851
Cole,
Richard
(baker)
Brailey,
Charles
(chemist)

1901

47
49

Tothill,
Robert
(dairy)

51

Hemley,
George
(draper)

1939
Bishop, Mrs
(confectioner)

Heavitree
Post Office
Boobyer, Mrs
(hairdresser)

Evans,
Herbert
(hairdresser)

1969
Heavitree Turf
Acnts. (betting
shop)
Spar Food Shop

Heavitree Post
Office
Court
Hairdressing

North Street
Lord & Son
Dunstans
(fried fish)

53

United Counties
Grocers
Ellis's Buildings

55

57

Jarman,
John
(baker)
Dennis,
Richard
(butcher)

59

Anning,
Thomas
(baker)
Thorn, John
(ironmonger)

National
Provincial Bank

National
Provincial Bank

Anning, W. &Son
(baker)

Hill, Palmer &
Edwards (baker)

Thorn, John
(ironmonger)

French, W.G.
(seed
merchants)
Kneels (dry
cleaners)
Gateways
Lloyds Bank

61
63
65
67

Allen, Miss
(café)
French, W.G.
(seed merchant)

69

71

Howard,
John
(butcher)

73
75
77

79

Chorley,
William
(blacksmith
)
Royal Oak

Langford,
William
(butcher)
Martin, Wm,
(dairy)
Bradridge, A.
(draper)
Norman,
Mary (boot
maker)
Chorley,
James
(blacksmith)
Royal Oak

City Steam
Laundry
Chard, J.
(toys)

Devonshire
Devonshire
Meat Co.
Meat Co.
(butchers)
(butchers)
Regent(s) Square
Hill, Edward
Heavitree Dairy
(dairy)
Hidgson, Wm.
(shoe repairs)
Partridge,
Griffin, J.E.
William
(newsagent)
(newsagent)

Royal Oak

Royal Oak

Natwest Bank

vacant (just a
cash machine)

Lloyds
Pharmacy

Lloyds Pharmacy

Havills
Electrical Shop
Co-operative
Lloyds TSB
Bank
Cobblers (shoe
repairs)
Blind Charity
Shop

Havills Electrical
Shop
Co-operative
vacant

Shauls Bakery

Cobblers (shoe
repairs)
WESC
Foundation
Charity Shop
Shauls Bakery

Force (charity
shop)
Force (charity
shop)
Body Style
(clothing)

Force (charity
shop)
Force (charity
shop)
Body Style
(clothing)

Royal Oak

Royal Oak

The Boot Scrapers of Regent Square
When I first moved to Regent Square, I wondered
what the ornate little holes near the front doors had
been for; a friend even suggested they might have
been to hold milk bottles. After a bit of research, I
discovered that they were Victorian boot scrapers,
and that they reveal a lot of history about the time
when these houses were built.
The first references to boot scrapers appear around
the eighteenth century, but it was not until the late
eighteenth century that they started to become such
a necessity. Walking had previously been associated
with poverty; the rich would have travelled by
carriage. However, changing attitudes to the
outdoors and to nature led to a great fashion for

walking outdoors for pleasure, and it is thanks to this
that we now have so many lovely parks, promenades,
arcades and pathways. This growth in walking led to
many changes, including the invention of more practical
footwear, public toilets and pavements.
Despite the aforementioned advances, Heavitree's
streets, like the rest of the country's, would have been
very dirty indeed. Dirt roads would have been dusty
when dry, and muddy when wet; paved roads wouldn't
have been much better. Fore Street, Heavitree, would
have been thronging with horse-drawn vehicles, all
producing piles of animal waste. So, the boot scraper
became a real necessity.
The first boot scrapers would have been communal
scrapers, fixed onto the street, but by the end of the nineteenth century, most people
would have had their own, near to, or fixed to their houses:
'Scrapers for the feet may be let into the wall of the cottage, on each side of the door, a
cavity being left over the scraper for the foot, and one under it for the dirt. There are
various forms of scrapers for building into walls, which may be had of every
ironmonger; and all that the cottager has to do is to choose one analogous to the style
of his house. There are detached scrapers in endless variety; the most complete are
those which have brushes fixed on edge, on each side of the scraper…'
An encyclopædia of cottage, farm, and villa architecture and furniture …John Claudius
Loudon, London, 1839
It appears that even public buildings, such as schools, would often offer boot scrapers,
although I have not noticed any of these remaining in Heavitree.
'The Scraper ….. the steps or platform leading to the door ….. either will be incomplete
without a strong, convenient shoe scraper at each
side. Two will be required, for the reason that the
pupils enter the school, morning and afternoon,
about the same time, and if there be only one
scraper, it will either cause delay or compel some to
enter the building with soiled shoes. Cleanliness and
neatness are amongst the cardinal virtues of the
school-room ; and every means of inculcating and
promoting them should receive the earliest and most
constant attention. 'JG Hodgins, The school house: its
architecture, external and internal arrangements,
Toronto, 1876'
So why did streets like Regent Square have recessed
boot scrapers built into the walls of the houses? The
reason for this would probably have been that in
crowded, narrow, terraced streets like Regent

Square, the houses would have opened directly
onto the street (most likely without a pavement),
with no room for a formal stone step. Therefore,
the built-in boot scraper was a clever way to
house this necessary item.
The boot scrapers of Regent Square are generally
the no-frills, cast-iron style, that most likely would
have been bought from the local ironmonger.
Despite this, the Victorians' love of
ornamentation is evident - although functional,
they are attractive and some are even decorated
with faces. Thanks to their integrated design,
most remain intact today (although they have
quite commonly been removed from houses that
have been rendered or repaired). It is harder to
find boot scrapers that still remain in wealthier
areas. As these would have been separate from
the houses, it is likely that along with railings,
gates and other fittings, millions would have been donated to the WWII drive for scrap
metal, supposedly to be melted down and used for the war effort, but allegedly
dumped into the North Sea when they proved unsuitable. Others would simply have
been removed as they were no longer being needed; our streets are kept clean by
council street sweepers, and cars do not produce the same by-products as horses! All
the same, it seems to be becoming more and more popular to remove one's shoes on
entering the house; although our streets are cleaner, our intolerance for any dirt inside
the house seems to be growing.
If anyone knows of any other boot scrapers in Heavitree, it would be interesting to
know.
Sally Robinson

Eagle House, Salutary Mount, Fore Street
Does anybody have any information about the history of this house - anecdotal or
factual? I'm planning on writing an article about it, based on an old sale advertisement,
and would love to know more about it…please mention it at the next meeting, or get in
contact on the phone number/e mail address below if you do. Thank you, Sally

South Lawn Terrace Since Victorian Times
The latest local history performance by Interwoven Productions will take place
this June and July. Terry Bound from HLHS, the children of St Michael's School,
the Beavers of the 2nd Exeter Scout Group and local history and archaeology
experts have helped with the research behind this performance, and everyone
is welcome to come along and enjoy it. You do need to book in advance - details
can be found in the flyer at the end of this newsletter.

Music in the Park (30th May)
Thank you to the HLHS members who
manned the society's stall on Monday,
especially Mike, Jonathan and Den, who
represent the society at so many events
like this. As usual, there was a steady flow
of interested people, and it was valuable
being part of this community event.

What does this sign mean?
At the Music in the Park event, a lady asked us what this sign on her house (in Oakfield
Street) might mean. Does anybody know?

FORTHCOMING HLHS MEETINGS - WHAT'S IN STORE?

15th June, 5.30pm - Exeter Civic Society - Transport Control Room, County Hall
4th July, 2pm - Exeter Civic Society - Visit to Larkbeare House

The Society has decided that after this year's AGM in September all future meetings will
be held on the first Tuesday of December, March, June and September. So the next
meeting dates are:
Wednesday 15 June 2016
Wednesday 7 September 2016 (AGM)
Tuesday 6 December 2016
Tuesday 7 March 2017
Tuesday 6 June 2017
Tuesday 5 September 2017 (AGM)
Speaker details:
Wednesday 15 June
Professor Richard Hitchcock will be talking about 'Richard Ford of Heavitree'.
Richard Ford (1796-1858) lived in Heavitree House and in 1845 wrote 'A Handbook for
Travellers in Spain' - the first Spanish travel guide. He also brought a touch of Moorish
Spain to Heavitree by laying out the gardens of his house in Moorish style with many
pools and fountains. He is buried in Heavitree Churchyard.

7th July, 6.30pm - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Devon War Memorials (Todd Gray)
14th July, 7pm - Exeter History Society - Visit to Maritime Museum, Quay
9th August, 6.30pm - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Guided tour of Northernhay & Rougemont
gardens and the castle gatehouse
11th August - Exeter History Society - Todd Gray: 100 Things You Should Know About Exeter
3rd September, 2pm - Friends of Higher Cemetery - Early Cinemas of Exeter
15th September - Exeter History Society - History of waste disposal in Exeter with visit to the
recycling centre
13th October - Exeter History Society - Norman Exeter, Talk by Malcolm Foster
If you know of any events that you think members might appreciate, please contact me and I will
include them in this section

Wednesday 7 September
Following the AGM, members will be giving short talks about the history of houses of
interest in Heavitree. Martin Crothall will speak about a house in Cavendish Road and
Margaret Wannell about one in Shelton Place. Other contributions welcome.
Tuesday 6 December
Mike Richards will be talking about 'Executions in Exeter'.
With Heavitree having two sites of execution - Livery Dole and the Ringswell Gallows this will be of special interest. Mike will cover executions from the 13th to 20th Century
including why, where and how people were executed. Mike will highlight 'notable' local
executions.
All meetings start at 7.30pm and are held in the Rifford Room at Heavitree Parish
Church.

Non History Society Events
6th June, 2.30pm - Exeter Civic Society - Visit to Downes House, Crediton
8th June, 6.30pm - Friends of Higher Cemetery - William Peter, Exeter Castle Keeper
9th June, 7pm - Exeter History Society - History of Exeter School
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